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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking V in the appropriate box or by entering 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 

1. Name of Property 

historic name Butler House 

other names PG:76A-14 

2. Location 

street & number 6403 Oxon Hill Road 

city or town Oxon Hill 

• not for publication 

^ vicinity 

state Maryland code MD 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

county Prince George's code 033 zip code 20745 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this S nomination • 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property S meets • does 
not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant D nationally • statewide S locally. ( • 
See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

2-i-ar-
fying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby, certify that this property is: 
• entered in the National Register. 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined eligible for the National 

Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

• Determined not eligible for the National 
Register. 

• removed from the National Register. 
• other (explain): 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Butler House (PG:76A-14) 
Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
County and State 

15. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

£3 private 
P public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

13 building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

African American Historic Resources in Prince George's County, 
Maryland 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing 
2 
0 
0 
0 
2 

Noncontributing 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

VACANT/NOT IN USE 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

No style 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls WOOD 

WOOD 

roof 

other 

WOOD 

log; OTHER: cast stone; 
weatherboard 

shake 
METAL 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 



NPSForm10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

^ U n i t e d States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section 7 Page 1 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY: 

The Butler House occupies a triangular plot of land wedged between Forest Heights on the north, the Capital Beltway on 
the southeast, and Oxon Hill Children's Farm on the southwest in Oxon Hill, Prince George's County, Maryland. 
Constructed in 1853, the Butler House is a 3-bay, 2'/2-story, wood-frame and log residence with a steeply-pitched side-
gable roof and a large shed addition on its north. A small, ca. 1940s Cape Cod-style house also stands on the property. 
Both houses are in deteriorated condition. 

PG:76A-14 
Butler House 

Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 

County and State 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 

^^Un i ted States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section 7 Page 2 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

The Butler House occupies a triangular plot of land wedged between the Town of Forest Heights on the north, the Capital 
Beltway on the southeast, and Oxon Hill Children's Farm on the southwest in Oxon Hill, Prince George's County, 
Maryland. Despite its proximity to a major interstate highway and a residential development, the Butler House remains 
relatively secluded. It stands in a wooded area next to a field and an abandoned road that once led from Washington, 
D.C., through Prince George's County. The area immediately around the house is cleared. None of the outbuildings 
associated with this once prosperous farm remains, although a ca. 1940s Cape Cod-style house stands south of the Butler 
House. 

The Butler House is a 3-bay, 2'/2-story, 1 room deep, wood-frame and log residence.1 It is currently covered in cast stone, 
^Jkthough wood lap siding is visible on the gable ends. The steeply-pitched side-gable roof is covered in metal panels and 
^ ^ o o d shake. The main entry is located in the south bay of the west (front) elevation and has a mid^O* century half-glass 

door. The window openings contain mid-20th century metal sash. A large, 1 '/i-story shed addition containing a kitchen 
extends from the north gable end. A parged brick chimney rises between the north gable end and the shed addition. A 1-
story screen porch has been added to the east elevation. 

The interior of the Butler House consists of one room on the first floor and two rooms on the second floor of the main 
block. A winder stair is located in the southeast corner of the main block. The kitchen addition has a large room on the 
first floor and a small room on the second. Most original interior finishes have been covered; however, there is a simple 
mantel and wood paneling on the first floor of the main block, and wide beadboard paneling and riven lath on the second 
floor of the main block. 

The Butler House retains its integrity of location, setting, feeling and association. The house stands along an abandoned 
main road that once made it a prime location. It retains a quiet, rural setting and feeling in part because it is in a secluded, 
forested area and in part because it is adjacent to the Oxon Hill Children's Farm agricultural museum. The house has 
been continuously associated with the Butler family since 1853. Investigation of the physical fabric underneath the cast 
stone is likely to reveal that the building also retains its integrity of materials and workmanship. 

PG:76A-14 
Butler House 

Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 

County and State 

1 This description is based on information gathered by Susan G. Pearl of the Prince George's County Planning Department in 1993 
fe and 1997 and George McDaniel of the Maryland Commission on Afro-American History and Culture in 1977. (McDaniel is 
W now Director of Drayton Hall in Charleston, South Carolina.) The house was not accessible at the time of this writing. 



Butler House (PG:76A-14) 
Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
County and State 

• 

8. Statement of Significance 

pplicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

S A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history. 

• B Property associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

^ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components lack individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 

Area of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ETHNIC HERITAGE: African American 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

1853-1873 

Significant Dates 

1853: Henry Alexander Butler settles on site and completes house 
1873: Henry Alexander Butler becomes legal owner of house 

and associated land 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

African American 

Architect/Builder 

Henry Alexander Butler (builder) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets) 

Previous documentation on files (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

# 

Primary location of additional data: 

El State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
M Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
Prince George's County Planning Department 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

jUnited States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
Section 8 Page_J County and State 

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

The Butler House, constructed ca. 1853, is significant for its association with the themes "African American experience in 
Prince George's County prior to Emancipation, ca. 1660-1865" and "The Freedmen's Bureau and Prince George's 
County, 1865-1872." These themes are set forth in the Multiple Property Documentation for African American Historic 
Resources in Prince George's County. Henry Alexander Butler, a free African American man from Charles County, 
moved with his family to the property in 1853. Since then, the property has been continuously associated with the Butler 
family. The Butler House is a rare surviving example of a documented pre-Civil War house inhabited by a free African 
American family. 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

PG:76A-14 
Butler House 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
Section 8 Page _ 2 County and State 

RESOURCE HISTORY AND HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

According to Butler family oral history, the Butler house was begun in 1851 as a post office.2 Henry Alexander Butler, a 
free African American man from Charles County, moved with his family to the property in 1853 and completed 
construction of the house.3 The Butler family possesses receipts for taxes paid on the property by Henry Butler in 1859 
and I860.4 However, the property was not legally deeded to Butler until 1873.5 

The Butlers turned their property into a small farm that included a chicken house, meat house, barns, and other 
agricultural buildings.6 The Butler House faced the main road from Washington, D.C., through Prince George's County.7 

During the Civil War, Union officers are said to have stopped at the house when traveling through the area.8 

family photographs indicate that the Butlers lived a comfortable, middle class life. They also enjoyed high status in the 
Ifrican American community. Henry Butler became a Reconstruction-era community leader, serving as trustee of the 
Freedmen's Bureau school near Oxon Hill.9 The Butlers associated with prominent African American Washingtonians 
including the first African American priest and a Mr. Lewis, master barber at the U.S. Capitol.10 The Butler House is 
currently vacant but is still owned by the Butler family. 

2 George McDaniel, Survey of 19th Century Houses of Black Families in Southern Maryland, Phase II. 
3 Susan G. Pearl, African-American Heritage Survey, 1996, 130. The original family name was Boteler. 
4 George McDaniel, Survey of 19th Century Houses of Black Families in Southern Maryland, Phase II. 
5 Susan G. Pearl, African-American Heritage Survey, 1996, 130. 
6 Susan G. Pearl, African-American Heritage Survey, 1996, 130. 
7 Maryland Commission on Afro-American History and Culture, Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties form for the Butler House. 
8 Maryland Commission on Afro-American History and Culture, Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties form for the Butler House. 
9 Bianca Floyd, Records and Recollections: Early History in Prince George's County Maryland, 40. 
10 George McDaniel, Survey of 19th Century Houses of Black Families in Southern Maryland, Phase II. 

PG:76A-14 
Butler House 
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Section 9 Page 1 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES: 

Floyd, Bianca. Records and Recollections: Early Black History in Prince George's County, Maryland. Upper Marlboro, 
MD: Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, 1989. 

McDaniel, George. Survey of 19th Century Houses of Black Families in Southern Maryland, Phase H. Maryland 
Commission on Afro-American History and Culture, 1977. [Maryland Historical Trust] 

Maryland Commission on Afro-American History and Culture. The Butler House, Oxon Hill, Maryland. Maryland 
Inventory of Historic Properties Form. Maryland Historical Trust, n.d. [Prince George's County Planning 
Department] 

^Karl, Susan G. African-American Heritage Survey, 1996. Upper Marlboro, MD: Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, 1996. 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

PG:76A-14 
Butler House 

Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 

County and State 



Butler House (PG:76A-14) 
Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
County and State 

^ y • Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 9.44 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

11 8 3 2 | 6 0 | 1 | 2 4 1 2 9 | 7 0 i 3 | 8 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) 

• See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Betty Bird, Julie Darsie 

Organization Betty Bird & Associates date August, 2003 

street & number 2607 24lh St. NW, Suite 3 

city or town Washington, District of Columbia state N/A 

telephone (202) 588-9033 

zip code 20008 

• 
dditional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

name William D. Butler 
street & number 2022 Georgian Woods Place, Apartment 24 
city or town Wheaton state MP 

telephone n/a 

zip code 20902-1840 

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. sea A 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 

(Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
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^fc ln i ted States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section 10 Page 1 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

The National Register boundary for the Butler House consists of Prince George's County Tax Map 95, Parcels 26, 32, 33, 
35, 37, and 38. The boundary encompasses 9.44 acres. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The National Register boundary encompasses all land historically associated with the Butler House that is still owned by 
members of the Butler family. 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

PG:76A-14 
Butler House 

Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 

County and State 













INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Property/District Name: _Butler House Survey Number: PG:76A-14_ 

Project: _Woodrow Wilson Bridge Agency: _FHWA 

Site visit by MHT Staff: _X_ no yes Name Date 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _X_A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

In prior coordination for the Woodrow Wilson Bridge project, MHT and SHA agreed that the 
Bulter House is eligible for the National Register (August 28, 1989). The two-story, three-
bay wood-framed house is eligible under Criterion A as a rare example of an antebellum farm 
in Prince George's County owned by free-blacks. It represents the progress of a free-black 
family in the mid-nineteenth century. Henry Alexander Butler purchased the property in 1853 
and it continues to be owned by his descendants. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:_Proiect File, Maryland Inventory 

Form PG 76A-14 

Prepared by: Engineering Sciences (1996) , MP Commission on Afro-American History & Culture, 
Susan Pearl/George McDaniel (1980) 

Elizabeth Hannold May 5, 1996 
Reviewer, Office of P r e s e r v a t i o n Serv ices Date 

NR program concur rence : ^ yes no not a p p l i c a b l e 



Survey No. PG 7 6A-14 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
X Western Shore 

Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 

X Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 
(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 
(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental Adaption 

Resource Type; 

Category: Building 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 

X Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Historic Environment Rural 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s) Domestic - single dwelling 

Known Design Source: 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Addendum of Boundary Confirmation 

RESOURCE NAME: 
SURVEY NO.: 
ADDRESS: 

Butler House at Mount Welby 
PG:76A-14 
Oxon Hill Road, Oxon Hill vicinity, Prince George's County, 
Maryland 

Boundary Justification: 

The National Register boundary for the Butler House at Mount Welby was drawn to encompass 
all the land still owned by the Butler family, descendants of the free African-American settlers who 
moved to the property around 1853. The boundary includes the circa 1850 Butler House as well 
as an adjacent circa 1940 brick house. Most of the land is now heavily wooded; only a small area 
remains clear around the buildings. 

Verbal Description: 

The boundary for the Butler House at Mount Welby is defined as the following tax parcels on 
Prince George's County Tax Map 95: 26, 27, and 32 through 37. The boundary encompasses 
approximately 27.5 acres. It is bounded on the north by the Forest Heights municipal boundary, 
on the east by adjacent tax parcels, and on the south and west by Mount Welby/Oxon Hill 
Children's Farm. 

Boundary Map: 

See attached 

Form Prepared By 
name/title Julie Darsie 
organization KCI Technologies, Inc. date January 2000 
street and number 10 North Park Drive telephone (410)316-7800 
city or town Hunt V. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 
Addendum of Boundary Confirmation 

RESOURCE NAME: 
SURVEY NO.: 
ADDRESS: 

Butler House at Mount Welby 
PG:76A-14 
Oxon Hill Road, Oxon Hill vicinity, Prince George's County, 
Maryland 

Boundary Map (Prince George's County Tax Map 95, Parcels 26-27, 32-37) 



PG: 76A-14 C. 1851 
Butler House 
Oxon Hill Vicinity 
Private 

This substantial, two story frame house was once the 
nucleus of a farmstead owned and operated by a family of 
antebellum free Negroes. It is still in possession of/that 
family. It consisted of a three bay, one room down, one 
room up main block with a one and a half story kitchen 
attached to the gable end. This is a plan common to 
homes of landowing families of the mid 19th century. 
Since that time, fur\h/c|er additions have been made. 



FRINGE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey PG:76A-14 Date ca. 1850 

Building Naro Butler House at Mount Welby 

Location North of Washington Beltway at Oxon Hill Road, Oxon Hill, I 

Open to Public _ yes x no 

The Butler House is a tall two-story frame building, three bays 

wide, with entrance in the third bay of the west facade. There is 

an interior chimney at the north gable ond. A one-story shed roofed 

kitchen wing has been added at this north gable end, and the entire 

structure (except the gable ends above second story level) has been 

covered with synthetic "permastone" siding. 

This modest house is significait because it represents the pro

gress of a frea black family from the mid-nineteenth century. Henry 

Alexander Butler (Boteler) came from Charles County in 1853 and 

moved into this house, which stood on a ten acre portion of the Mt. 

Welby tract; the house was reportedly constructed in 1851 and in

tended to be a post office. Butler received a legal deed for the 

property in 1873? the house is still occupied by his descendants. 

Priv/occ/res/good 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

PG: 76A-14 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

Q N A M E 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

QLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

STATE 

THE BUTLER HOUSE 

At n o r t h end of unmarked d i r t d r i v e r o a d a t Oxon H i l l 
C h i l d r e n ' s Farm, on n o r t h s i d e of R t . 4 1 4 , 0 . 1 m i l e 
w e s t of J e t . R t . 414 and I n d i a n Head Highway. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Oxon H i l l _X_ VICINITY OF 

COUNTY 

P r i n c e G e o r g e ' s 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

—DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

X_STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

_OBJECT 

X 

OWNERSHIP 

PUBLIC 

PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION 

_ I N PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

X_OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

X—YES RESTRICTED 

_ Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

_ N O 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

_PAHK 

X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

— SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

W i l l i a m D. B u t l e r 
STREETS. NUMBER 

6407 Oxon H i l l Road 

CITY. TOWN 

Oxon H i l l _X_ VICINITY OF 

Telephone #: 

STATE , 

Md. 

8 3 9 - 2 9 9 5 

z ip code 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC P r i n c e G e o r g e ' s C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Upper Mar lboro 

F o l i o #: 

STATE 

Md. 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

NONE 
DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

* 



DESCRIPTION PG:76A-14 

—EXCELLENT 

X-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED X_ORIGrNAL SITE 

XALTERED _MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This substantial house was once the nucleus of a farmstead owned and 

operated by a family of antebellum free Negroes. It is still in the posses

sion of the descendants of that family. The house faces west, toward an 

abandonned road that was once the main route to Washington, D.C. through 

Prince George's County in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Behind the 

house stood the chicken house, meat house, barns, and other buildings 

essential to farm life. None of these remain. The house itself is a two 

story, frame structure with a steep gable roof. Its principal facade consists 

of three bays with the front door located in the southermost bay near the 

gable end. The main block is one bay deep. Attached to the northern gable 

end is a one and a half story shed kitchen. Between the kitchen and the 

main block ascends a tall brick chimney covered with cement. The house was 

originally sheathed with overlapping weatherboards, according to the present 

occupant and owner, Willia m Butler, and is now protected by permastone siding. 

The interior of the main block is composed of one large room. Any 

indication of a partitioned side hallway between the front and rear doors 

has been masked by modern improvements, as have most of the original features of 

the house. The second floor consists of two rooms in the main block and a 

small chamber above the kitchen. 

A screen porch has been added to the rear (east) of the house, and a 

small shed to the kitchen. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



PG:76A-14 

El SIGNIFICANCE 

£RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHfSTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

1400-1499 X-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

1599 X.AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

1699 2LARCHITECTURE X E D U C A T I O N —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1500 

— 1600 

— 1700 

X-1800 

— 1900 —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ^_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION B l a c k H i s t o r y 
Social History 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT C u l t u r a l H i s t o r y 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to William Butler, this house was begun in 1851 and was intended 

to be a post office. In 1853 his grandfather, a free Negro from Charles 

County, purchased the building and land around it, moved his family here, 

and completed construction of the house. Among the papers cherished by 

Butler are the tax receipts of his grandfather showing the taxes that he paid 

on the property in the 1859, 1860, and in several other years in the 1860's. 

According to Butler, his grandfather was a friend of Federal officers who 

visited the house during their trips to and from Virginia during the Civil War. 

The family has passed down several interesting stories relating to these 

visits. 

The daughters of Henry Butler, Unry, Henry Butler himself, and their 

relatives and friends after the Civil War can be seen in the photographs of 

the last quarter of the 19th century that are kept in a photpalbum of that 

period. These photographs, still in the possession of the Butlers, reveal 

the culture, status, aspirations, and personalities of this family during the 

Victorian era in American. Some of them have been copied as part of this 

survey. 

The history of this house, the oral informants associated with it, and 

its primary photographic and documentary resources make this site the only 

one of its kind known to still exist in southern Maryland. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



PG:76A-14 

JMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

m 
STATE 

UJFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 

0 Md. Commission on A f ro -Amer ican 

STREET & NUMBER 

20 Dean S t r e e t 

CITY OR TOWN 

A n n a p o l i s , Mary land 

H i s t o r y 

COUNTY 

& Cu l tu re 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

269-

STATE 

•2893 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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NAME 
HISTORIC 

B u t l e r House a t Mount V.'elby 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER <oHo3 

u 4 0 ? Oxon H i l l Road 
CITY. TOWN 

)xon H i l l VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

4th 
STATE 

Earvland 
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p 

CATEGORY 

_;DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 
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STATUS 
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WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
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_ Y E S UNn ,TaiCTED 

X-NO 

PRESENTUSE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 
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jOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

William T), Butler Telephone #: 
STREETS. NUMBER 

6407 Qxon Hill Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Oxon H i l l VICINITY OF l a r y l a n d 
STATE , z i p code 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r # : 6 8 8 

COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC 

STREET*. NUM8ER 

Main S 
CITY.TOWN 

?.?-. County 

zresz 

'g -..T ho ro 

Courthouse F o l i o | 

'•n >-»rr"| Cm Q. 

: » y 

STATE 

MREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

none 
DATE 

-FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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—EXCELLENT 

2TGOOD 

— FAIR 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

^L^ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

—ORIGtNALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Butler House is a tall two—story frame ouilding, three 

bays wide, with inxrance in the third bay of the west facade. There 

is an interior chimney at the north gabla end. A one-story shed-

roofed kitchen wing has been added at this north gable end, and the 

entire structure (except the gable ends aoove second story level) 

has been covered with synthetic '*pe mas tone" siding. 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

_ 1 5 0 0 1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X.18C0 1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

.^ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_REUGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

local history 

SPECIFIC DATES C a . 1 8 5 1 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This modest house is significant because it represents the 

progress of a frae olack family from the mid-nineteenth century. 

Henry Alexander Butler (Botaler) came from Charles County in 1853 

and novel into xhis house, which sxood on a ten acre portion of the 

Mt. Welby tract; the house v/as reportedly constructed in 1851 and 

intended to be a post office. Butler received a legal dead for the 

property in 1873; the house is still occupied by his descendants. 
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P.G. County jJeeds: 638:359; 37:360 if.; HE#7:28 

Interview with William I). Butler, January 1979 

P.O. C. Tax Assessments, 1861,1871 
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c/o H i s t o r y D i v i s i o n , MNCEPC, 4811 
CITY OR TOWN 

R i v e r d a l e , Md. 20840 

J r u s t 

River- d a l e Rd. , 

DATE 

S p r i n g 1980 
TELEPHONE 

779-2011 
STATE 
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Click here For a plain text ADA compliant screen. 
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*m 
Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

W Real Property Data Search 

Go Back 
View Map 
New Search 

Account Identifier: District - 12 Account Number - 1210707 

Owner Information 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

BUTLER,WILLIAM D 
APT 24 

2022 GEORGIAN WOODS PL 
WHEATON MD 20902-1840 

Use: 

Principal Residence: 

Deed Reference: 

RESIDENTIAL 

NO 

1) 
2) 

Location & Structure Information 

Premises Address 
6403 OXON HILL RD 
OXON HILL 20745 

Zoning 
RR 

Legal Description 

Map Grid Parcel Sub District Subdivision 
95 F4 35 

Town 
Special Tax Areas Ad Valorem 

Tax Class 08 
Primary Structure Built Enclosed Area 

1900 1,171 SF 

Stories Basement 
2 NO 

Value Inform 

Section Block Lot 

Property Land Area 
2.23 AC 

Type 
STANDARD UNIT 

ation 

Group Plat No: 
80 Plat Ref: 

County Use 
002 

Exterior 
FRAME 

Land: 
Improvements: 

Total: 
Preferential Land: 

Base 
Value 

54,420 
12,680 
67,100 

0 

Value 
As Of 

01/01/2001 
54,420 
12,680 
67,100 

0 

Phase-in Assessments 
As Of 

07/01/2003 

67,100 
0 

As Of 
07/01/2004 

NOT AVAIL 
NOT AVAIL 

Partial Exempt Assessments Class 
County 000 
State 000 
Municipal 000 

Seller: 
Type: 
Seller: 
Type: 
Seller: 
Type: 

Transfer Information 

Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl : 
Date: 
Deedl : 

Exemption Information 

Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 

07/01/2003 
0 
0 
0 

07/01/2004 
0 
0 
0 

Tax Exempt: 
Exempt Class: 

NO Special Tax Recapture: 

* NONE * 

http ://sdatcert3 .resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/results. asp?District= 12& AccountNumber= 1210707... 11/21/2003 

resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/results


CHAIN 0? TITLE 

BUTLER HOUSE - P.G. #76A-14 

)6&xS)oe$&&e*£x 

688:359 Amelia A. Butler to William D. Butler, 
17 Mar 1943 lands received by Amelia Butler and sisxer IJary 
Deed L. Butler bv partition of lands of Kenrv A. 

Butler, #37S 360-364, 4.46 acres 

37:360- Deed of partition of lands out of "Che estate of 
364 Henry A, Butler; 7 deeds to 7 heirs of estate; 

31 July 1907 including 2.23 acres to Amelia A. Butler, and 
Deed of 2.23 acres zo Mary L. Sutler 

Partition 
H3#7:28 Joseph H. Bowling et ux to Henry Butler. 
3 Feb 1873 10 acres, part of Mt. ffelby 
Deed 



Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation Page 1 of 1 
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J j jVn Real Property 
l^nrn* Information 

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 

Real Property System 

[Go Back] Account ID: 17121210707 [Zoom In] 

Property maps provided courtesy of the Maryland Department of Planning © 2000. 
For more information on electronic mapping applications, visit the Maryland Department of Planning web site at 

www.mdp.state.md.us. 

http://63.123.117.201 /cgi-bin/showimag.. ./showmap.cgi?acct_id= 17121210707&county=l 06/19/2001 

http://www.mdp.state.md.us
http://63.123.117.201
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